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pect from me, _notwith- 
g Nz] ſtanding my ſacred function 
VIS W an idle tale tending t to er- 

2 cite laughter, but if 'you do 


you are difappointed; I addreſs you i a 


letter, but my letter ſhall e contain A ſermon; 
- this ia | a truly apoſtolical practice. St. Paul, 
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| an d many other Hints, wrote epiltles, bur 1 
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1 . never 
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K. * 4 
never yet heard of a ſaints writing a bawdy ' 
novel; tis true that many paſtors of your 
church have done it as well as yourſelf, but 
the paſtors of your church have long ſince 
erred and ſtrayed like loſt ſheep, and there- _ 
fore it is no wonder the flock ſhould forſake 
the truth, and ſeek after ungodly and fin- 
ful fancies. Tis an old proverb but a very 
true one, that . one ſcabby ſheep ſpoils a 
whole flock;” but alas! how dreadful 
muſt the condition of the flock be, when 
the i 28 is sek may | 
: 1 f 
Oh Sterne] thaw art + ſeabby, and ſuchis the 
leproſy of thy mind that it is not to be cured 
like the leproſy of the body, by dipping nine 
times in the river Jordan. Thy prophane 
hiſtory of Triſtram Shandy is wit were an 
. anti · goſpel, and ſeems to have been penned 
| by the hand of Antichriſt himſelf; it tends 


to excite laughter, but you ſhould remember 


p that the wiſeſt man that ever was, that the 


great. bing Solomon himſelf faid of laughter 
it is mad,” and of mirth ** * what doth it? ? 
* Gor brothet I. can ne. bog | | 


. 1 
thee, 
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thee, though L look upon * clergy. of the 


en, when 


Church of England. as my breth 


they diſcharge conſcientiouſly the duties of 
their function) Sterne, apoſtate Sterne] if 

. Solomon was now alive, he would not put 
the queſtion, What doth mirth.” _ Thy 


book would fully ſhew him, that mirth is 


nearly akin to wickedneſs, and that the 
OS of aal is occaſioned * the 


Hal "Tho Bunyan, been now alive. Fe: 


| behold thy abominable work, he would 


have cried out, Antichriſt | is come, Anti- 


_« chriſt. has publiſhed | his antichriſtian 
T _ goſpel ; and lo there ſhall ariſe other An- 
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If 


« tichriſts,. his diſciples, who ſhall. write | 


3 books filled with obſcenity, and theſe ob= 


10 ſcene books mall be read in a degenerate 
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0 ed. The miniſters of the goſpel ſhall 
8 ceaſe to point out the way that leads to 
4 the New Jeruſalem, and, deſerting the 


paths of grace, ſhall give themſelves up N 
ar the evil ſpirit Mammon, and "_ their 


<<. locks 
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5 age, when the facred oracles. are neglect- 5 
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cc flocks to Babylon. But the time Ghatl 
« come,” when the eup of wrath ſhall be 
60 poured | down their throats, and when 
ec that time is come, it will be more tole- 
e rable for the inhabitants of Sodom and 
be * Gomorrah than for them.“ Ds 
IN words like theſe the pious is John! "Yi, 
yan might have addreſſed thee, if he was 
alive, but ſince he is not, I muſt ſuppl + op his 
place, and reprove, thee with meekn 
ſpirit: Faith might have made thee w 5 | 
but thy worldly practices have render d : 
f thee unſound ; thy mind is cankered, and 
the vanities of the world have ſo taken hold 
of thy ſenſe, that all true belieyers muſt de- 
1 ſpair of thy regeneratian. We have no 
hopes that thou wilt ever put off the old 


man; by the old man I mean Turiat, * 


game that Shakeſpear or the Devil muſt 

have put into thy head, and which thou 
haſt prophanely e to two o volumes of 
ſermons, | 
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. 2 thief 1 in the night, and deprive thee of 
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The nobility and gedtry have likewiſe 
belt led afttay by the ſame evil ſpirit; they 


have _— hor. | and re ——— 159 


but een chy light Kiyeth, 'twere Mdeh 
| better for thy ſoul's health that thou hadſt 
hid it under a buſhel; for the hour will 


come, and perhaps it is not far off, when 


the light of thy wit and humour ſhall- be 
extinguiſhed, and Triſtram Shandy ſhall 
| Kills his place no more. It ſhall come like 


life, it "ſhall Pick thy vital pockets, as 


thou haſt pickt the pockets © © all the no- 


bility and gentry, Then wilt thou mourn 
thy Paſt follies, when thou ſhalt 1 no Tonger 
meet with a harlot at St. James's Park, ör 

laſciviouſly yield to the temptations of t -A 
fleſh at Ranelagh, but become a feaſt 
feaſt where thou ſhalt not eat but be exten 

à certain convocation of politic vornds fall 
feed upon thy body; and there ſnall remain 
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Therefore, think of 'it in this thy. day, 
though regeneration is not the work of a 
day, | repentance is often the work of a 
few moments, and repentance may at laſt, _ 
by the aſſiſtance. of the ſpirit, [lead you up 
the high road of contrition, and conduct 
you, though a reprobate, to grace. If you 
once get thither, it will give me the higheſt 
way, I muſt heartily exhort you to fre- 
quent the Tabernacle, where you will not 
want ſpiritual aſſiſtance, and. J-. s Ch-»ſt 
may perhaps redeem you from the ans 
. and the Dew... 


—_ Thou paſt Qudied 3 En more 

chan the word of God, and thy text is ge- 
nerally taken from the writings of Shake - 
ſpear, an author who never had any idea of 

the new birth, and yet without the new 

birth it will be in vain for you to hope for 

 alvation; unleſs you. enter again into ut 

wother s womb, you. neyer cin ſhe laved., 

Come, III tell you a ſtory upon the ad 
birth, and-God ſend it may turn your f 
to grace, men ng Aves. A 
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= chad prophane author: 1 : 
wrote as much like a Jibertine as yourſelf, _ 
was once taken ill, but not thinking his diſ- 
order dangerous, he made a jeſt of ĩti and 
in a gameſome mood, ſent for a miniſter of 
the goſpel; when the miniſter was come, —  -— 
be dęſired him to read a chapter in the Bible | ; 
to him, For, ſays he, I very much want 
i 70 ſleep, and I am ſure that will very ſoon 
make me ſicep. A few days after his — 
E increaſed, and when he fawi him - 
ſelf upon the point of death, he ſent again 
to the man of God: and intreated him to 
read one of his ſermons to him, in order to 
awaken him to a true ſenſe of his deplorz- 
ble condition, and conduct him to the nars 
row path that leads 40 life. Upon this 
ſays che man of God, . The path that leads 
<c to life is very narrow, and ſo ſometimc 
is the path that leads, to; death g: thoſs 
that are hanged at Tyburn always find it 
© fo, for they ſtand upon a board, not rwo 
u © inches broad; but now you, are in the 
” 0 e nn and 2 * often reſiſted 
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« theniotions of the ſpirit, that non jours 
e ney. aſt n down _ | N 
900991 or d BA Se 22727 
ball SEO ſee that | vengeance: i 
| ths -unrighteous, repent therefore, for the 
day of judgment was never nearer than it is 
now; in that dreadful day you will cry 
out to the bookſellers ſhops, 1 F all upon 
teme, and to the counters ** Conceal and 
<-cover: me.” But the ſpirit, if reſiſted 


thro? life, will with-hold its influence, and 


| given up to a reprobate ſenſe. The amd 
that bled did not bleed for thee, if thou 
doſt turn añide from thy faith, and, though 
a clergyman, give thyſelf up to ſecular 
whimſies and wanton backsſſidiig. Ile 
that was wounded was not wounded for 
| thee, ſince by chy prophane * — thou 
haſt cruciked him anew in ws Heh. 0 
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45 er Pate! the mar” mY fin and in thee 
the Seripture is fulfilled, and the meaſure 
of thine iniquity ſhall ſoon be full; chou 
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l kh er fore, in 51 oat ente ral 
ts ome; for 582 adult adulterers he Forhicltörs 
ate Me? le Lake, furely he'that wertes to | 

| pa ITE Aad adulterers muſt be 

nged into the lake likewiſe. | 
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Ch--ſt ; become 0 a 1 Mich diſt 
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art, I.can diſcover, ſore principles, of. 65 | 
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prove that von and Jour b breth Me 
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da hon nat. know. it?, route _ ym 
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y a while, Mr . Sterne, or 


| Shen or Mr. Turict, and Ill prove 4 
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ou 


| is 135 ]; 5 
„ HoutN.al me, Mitheut doubt, kow.L.can 


prove it? Mh L, Nous it by dM 


either you of the church of England ſleep 
rn pen gr qu;dea't underſtand = 
a ; hear, there,» 06 gle you, ats all 


Methadiſts. h 25 berobiad.as 


=_ qu Sd q 200 T3008: ! * di Seto 
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_eſÞmitte- inelined to rely 
_ Inſihulty dan upbn che myſtery 6rd regene- 
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ration in view. But how is this greatworks 
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Regeneration is a ee e ny 
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bur lay it on an inch thick to this aπjm.̃ t 


Why, vhat-is--this; but -an-exbitation 


to put off the od man?! Depeud upon it, 


the-pbet; prophane as: he was, had regene- 


olbregenecatich te be: be! beoughOabourd: 
Wh agg: = ; 


* ho | fin, 


pily reſtore. You to: the new 
| birth, and make you a child of 20 — 9 
Tung Dr. dp dhe man- wid wit, tis 
not a papiſt quack that can by obſterrie att, 
| make you. again enter your "ther womb, . 
or come out of it again; Dr. Slop can. never 
make you a child . election. 1 15 but 
gew, irth and hat mana ws 5 9 thn 
| apts min. l en Grid Il no 0% 
2 242 7 Ut 1f18" 15 Wo I 29 
1 dee pen qarth_ have various, nne 
of bringing 4 child ite the worlds fomer 
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